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SUBJECT: CIVAIR: GABON TO LEAVE AIR AERIQUE 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT BONGO ANNOUNCED TO NATION DECEMBER 1 
GOG DECISION TO WITHDRAW FROM AIR AFRIQUE AND EXPAND AIR 
GABON INTO INTERNATINAL OPERATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. IN TV ADDRESS TO NATION EVENING DECEMBER 1, GABONESE 
PRESIDENT BONGO ANNOCNED GOG DECISION TO WITHDRAW FROM 
AIR AFRIQUE AND TO EXPAND INTERNATINAL OPERATINS OE AIR 
GABON. 

2. PRESIDENT SAID DECISION WAS TAKEN BY GOG AS MEANS OF 
AFFIRMING ITS NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, AND NOT IN PIQUE AT 
FAILURE OBTAIN SENIOR POSTS WITHIN AIR AERIQUE ORGANIZATION. 
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"AFRICAN SOLIDARITY" OR REPRESENTED "ANTI-AERICAN" ACTION 
BECAUSE OE EACT THAT 40PCT OF AIR GABON CAPITAL WILL HENCEFORTH 
BE HELD BY EOREIGN COMPANIES. 

3. BONGO PAID HOMAGE TO PRESIDENTS MOBUTU OE ZAIRE AND 
AHIDIO OF COMEROON FOR THEIR EARLIER DECISIONS TO AFEIRM NATION- 
ALINDEPENDENCE BY CREATING THEIR OWN AIRLINES. 

PRESIDENT ALLEGED THAT GABONESE DECISION, LIKE THAT OE 
OTHER PRESIDENTS WHO HAD TAKEN SAME ROAD, WOULD IN EEEECT 
STRENGHTEN GENUINE AERICAN SOLIDARITY SINCE GOG MAINTAINS 
TIES OE BROTHERHOOD WITH ALL AIR AERIQUE MEMBER STATES. 

4. BONGO INCLUDED IN HIS SPEECH GENERAL STATEMENT THAT 
AIR GABON WILL " VERY SOON OBTAIN CERTAIN NUMBER OE LARGE 
AIRCRAET" TO SUPPLEMENT EXISTING FLEET, BUT OEEERED NO 
DETAILS. HE AFEIRMED THAT AIR GABON IS ONE OE BEST 
EQUIPPED NATIONAL COMPANIES IN DOMESTIC SERVICE, AND THAT 
NEW AIRLINE WILL OCCUPY "HONORABLE, EVEN ENVIABLE POSITION" 
AMONG AEIRCAN NATIONAL CARRIERS. 

5. IN CONCLUDING, PRESDIENT STIPULATED THAT GOG WILL 
RESPECT STATUTORY PROVISIONS OP AIR AERIQUE AGREEMENT, 

SO THAT WITHDRAWAL WILL NOT BECOME EPPECTIVE FOR SIX MONTHS. 
END UNCLASSIFIED - BEGIN LIMITED OPFICUAL USE 

6. COMMENT: PRESIDENTS DECISION SHOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE 
TO AIR AFRIQUE MANAGEMENT OR ANYONE ELSE INSIDE OR OUTSIDE 
APRICA WHOS HAS BEEN READING JEUNE AERIQUE AND OTHER INFORMED 
PRESS ORGANS. TIMING OP ANNOUNCEMENT PRESUMABLE REELECTS 
SUCCESSPUL OUTCOME OP NEGOTIATIONS CONDUCTED LAST WEEK IN 
PARIS BY PRESIDENTS CABINET DIRECTOR MAYILA, WHO SPENT 

WEEK DISCUSSING AIR GABON SITUATION WITH GOP, AIR PRANCE, 

UTA AND BOEING. INTENTION OP STARTING AIR GABON 
INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS ON JUNE 1, EPPECTIVE DATE OF 
GOG WITHDRAWAL FROM AIR AFRIQUE, PUTS ALL INVOLVED UNDER 
CONSIDERABLE TIME PRESSURE, BUT TRENCH PARTNERS HAVE 
EVIDENTLY OEEERED NECESSARY ASSURANCES. 

7. FOR ROME : WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR PASSING INTO PARAS 1-5 
ABOVE TO JEAN-PAUL MAUGER AT BOEING OFPICE IN ROME. STEIGMAN 
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